Répis Bover

Vikings, caguns and Wasa bread

It is true to say that France has beson on# of
the main viotime of the Vikings from the Iith to the XIth century,
There is no denying, on another side, thiht practicelly all the
chronicles, "histories®, poema and the likse deeling with the acts
of %the proud children of the North® were written by clerics, munks,
abbots, that iz to say people who were, par excellence, exposed o
the raids of the Soandinevians sinee the strategy of the Vikings
consisted, as everybody lnows, not in attecking some armies which
would have probably been able of defending themselves, but in as-
seulting and plundering by surprisse such undefended pluces as monas-
teries, abbeys, churches eand defenceless towns, It is, asccordingly,
simply normal that our annals or chronicles are unenimously stating
that the crual invaders, pitylesa and harsh as they wvers, were so to
speak an absolute snemy against wvhom it was impossible to react,
S0, since the very beginning, the Vikings have been taken aa the ox=
pression of barbary itself, bloodthursty, invincible, ferocisus,
otta..s (me has not to lokk for our French "Viking myth" (1)elaevhere
as in the fact that our sowr oes are neerly never the fact of lay peo=
ple acting as true historians, Tn other words, e kind of legend has
alwveys existed in France, whers the gormuine face of the Vilkinga and
their expeditlions have never besn seriously presémtated ,

This was the first constetation and it will last
a very long time, We have to wait for the end of the XIXth century to
get, at last, really objective and well informed studies (2)to be
able of having a faithful image of the Viking phenomenon and of the
whole set of pictures attached to it, let us say s sages, walkyries,
runen, mythology of the North, etos.. And even so 3 the success and
deep influence of, for instance, Wagner’s works in Frenece have done
nothing to improve the picturel

Because, and this is déhe second polnt, there exists
in France, as well in literature am 1n populer imagery a myth of the
North which I shall not attempt to study here but which would cerw
tainly deserve a long and deep enquiry, Suffices to say, firat that
we have never i%ried to see clearly, even nowadays, what is the North
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and what 1% ie pot, then, that we are used, I should say 3 by defi-
nltion, to asee in the North the real place for mystery, strangenesa,
elssvhere and otherly, Let us remember that the Hyperborea of the
Greeks was a fantastioal place ‘.r all possible wonders and that
Jaso going in search of the Golden Fleece sailsd, naturally if I may
say mo, northwards, in the same way as Pytheas trying %o find Ultina
Thule, As would an author of the beginning of the XIXth sentury say 1
"The North has hesn a country of mervels for all peoples®(3), A quo=
tation that has to be prooised by thiz statement, due to a travelher,
in 1929 1 "We use to seo the Norwegisn soul(s) into an uniformity of
f°8'(5)t

The shoxrt assay I will propose you would like to
offor you a brief image we Frenhhmen have nourdshed of the Vikings
and, accessorily, of the segas sinoce the origina, Yt could help you
to understand the sxtrewe difficultiss sn honest acholar is fronted to
as soon as he has to deal with this mettor vhen he wants to write for
his compatriots, I am well aware that we have not the epslusivity of
the views I shall sum up hers, but T think it is perticuleriy typical
porhaps because of our Normandie whioch owes its name and sxigtence as
a prpvince 4o the Viking Danes (?),

The first period vhich will be concerned by my iittle
investigation im lengthy 1 it goea fyom the IXth to the XVIIIth cane
tury, A very simple, very well=known latin form:la will expresa the
Viking myth during suoh a long time 1 A furore Normanmorum, libera
nos Domine ¢ Of the wruth of the Norsemen, deliver ua, o Lord! It
was a common prayer in our churchea in the Middle Agen, Abbon de
Floury (6), Beno®¢ (7), Wase {8), Guillaume da Jumidges (9), Orderic
vitel (10), betwesen many other, egree ; the Vilking are terrific men,
their armies are immenses and vherever they go, they spread terror,
bleod and fire, Profecsor Eichhoff, whe writea still in 1851, agrees 1
"Scandinavia, bloody field of Odin, took mil of a suddon a formida=
ble sway and poursd over the rest of Furops 1ts swarms of devastating
warriors, Thoss homeless chiaftains, pushied over the atormy waves,
launched at random by the winde, rushed like birds of proy o like
those wolves the names of which they were taking, on defenceless
coasts where they exerted their rapasicusnesa™ (2211), They were wild
(eruentl, says Abbon) and I have found in a small handhook in history
in use to~day in our elementary schools for children nins to twblve
years ¢ld, such a precision i “They slaughtered everybody, Aftsr their
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passage, you could walk for hours uithouthéeeing the smoke of & roof,
without hearing ! a dog barking® (12}, Dudon de SalnteQuentin or Demis
Piremus (13) are greatly responsible for these legends which will,
aftervards, find a personification into the figure of Rebert le Dia-
ble : he is supposad to be the first Noxmand duke! As thoy are crusl,
the Vikings are, accordingly, very keen in drinking hlood, ind we fim
atil} in 1835, one Licquet, who is supposed to be a good historian,
ploking up an old detail t..o precise thet their mein subject of en~
tertainment consisted in taking infants to their mothera and cast
them "o receive dhem on the points of their spenxrs® (14),

The explanation goes by itself 3 they were dammed
pagang (des pafens maudites), Satan®s faithful servanits and they had
been sent in France in order to pumish thip country of its sins,
They were, such as Attile had been several centuries oarlier, God’s
flail (le flleau de Dieu), they fulfilled e saored mission,

A man, or & myth, who will keep well alive untll
our mdays, expresses already the vhole complex of ideas, pleoiures
and feelings mtiaohed to the Vikings 3 it is Ragnarr Lofiwék (15),

A falr mmber of thxts ave already dealing with him, as the symbol
or incarnation of the Viking, He embodies nll the features cur Mida
dle Ages put in ihe word "Normamd® 3 covard, exuml, thief, smurderer,
addigted o fire and rape, No need to preolse that we would try in
vain to find any historiaal ovidsnse of such commonplace plotures,
From tho very begimning, the Viling myth is, indesd, the Viking mys-
tery, Drinkirg blood in one’s emmemies’siulls, killing priests, old
pesople, women and ghildren, setting everything on fire 3 the Viking
has steppsad into history for good and it is exactly in this way our
pressut cartoon series depiot hinm,

With Montesquieun and the XVITIth cemtury om the
wvhole, the aimosphers will slightly change = to add & new and unax-
peched featurs, You remember Montesquieu’s theordes (16) ; beanuse
of the coldness of the climate, the energy is greater in the Norih,
people are more ommagecus, vigorous and superior in meny regards
to the rest of mamitind, Dangerous, as we know nowadmys, ideas
vhich remind us of Taoitus’views ir Germania, because bath works were
oonposed with similiar intentions 1 stigmatizing the me-cailed indoe
lanse of the South by ephanoing the equally so-galled energy of the
North, Montesquisu was te find a falthful and let us say dangerous
diseiple with P,H.,Mallet because the latter, who happened to know
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Tenmark, was te ho the firast one to proposzs a good translation of the
Ecetic Tdda (17) mnd to write s Hisbtory of Demmack (1735)vhihh was to
teke again medieval views on the North and s!vn them a new renown,
Madrme de Stael (18) and the Pre-Romentikism were to snocourage these
opinions and to "prove™ the supoxrdoxrity of the North in all poesiblo
fields, the Viking being only an olsment into a general theory which
eould be summed up in ancther Latin formula ¢ 6% Beptentrio lux,Thay
found a good cupport in tho work of Jordmnes where, as you Ikmowy,

the Goth historian stated that Semndinavie was the vagina natiomm,
the officine gentium (19), This was not typleally French since Olof
Rudbeck, long after Johannes Magnmue and Olsus Magnus, was convinoed
of the samo thing, Tt is surprdiping o sos that our Chateaubriand, in
his Etudee historigues, weo more or less of the same opinion, The
Crual Viking has disappearsad for a vhile, He 15 now a model of
atrength whe has entered just in dus time the fiold of Hintory to
regenerate the OCnoldent, We are alsc mt the moment vhen the OssAan-
Hacphereon posne had besoms the fashion in cur countrlom, Thin was a
"barbarian® postry patr 4o regemorate ours, Thonce, the confusion
between Celtiec and Scandinavian-Germanic oultures, The Edde was pro-
posing a strange mixtwre of Lot us pey none-slassioal poetry wvhich,
really, wes the fruit of the Viking genius!

This is sufficient to introduce a far wore surpri-
sing feature of our Viking myth i1 ihe North became the origin of (hie
valry, A lot of authors, most of them forgotten now, are sure that
the "Normandp® brought into France chivalry, A mpecinl attention was
brought ento the old hlimganga to prove the fact ane tho Scandimavian
women, nemely the valkyry, were ths vroof thab, to quote a good hine
torian, H.Prentout (20) : "It is in Normandie that the chivalrous
spirit of the French Middls Ages, of the Middle Ages in general ,cany
to 1¢a firest blosaom™,

Beomuas = this too is in Moudesquieu’s theorieg =
the Barberiana who came from the sold were "pure", The South was oor=
Tupted, Here equally, the Viking was the mrm of dod, he pleyed a
purifying pexrt, Ae will, still in 1918, one J,Revel aay : ¥Seandinge
via was, in fast, to bring, not devastation, bud renovation® (21), Let
us remember thet Roussesu’s meaning sbout le bon seuPage had brought
fresh water to this mill, If you wonder wigy, here is the explanation g
The North was virtuous, Such was the reason why they comey, bwo times,
at the exact momen} when the South was falling into vice and askant.enm,
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Mallet does not doubt that the Vikings “were sant by FProvidence"

and Chateaubriand does not hesitate te speak of a "miracilous ims-
tinot® thet guided the conquerora i1 "they filled a mission they coulc
not explain to themselves®, A rellable historien, J.Janin, writing
in 1844 (22) 4is mure thet the North brought Penergy and liberty™,

Such is the Viking at the end of the XVIIrth sentu.
ry : olivalrous, stxong, pure, virtuous and asnt by Providence o
fesundate the worm out Romania, to teach it ilbexiy, Juastice and de-
mocracy, Take a proof of that in Mallet who, nacessarily, should I
amy, takes a model with Ragmarr Loflrfi: when he gives us a translaiic
of Krflowhl ; he only insista on passages where the noble feelings of
the hero in his snake pit are well visible : his lovs for his wife,
his children, lis noble courage, his virtuous strength, We ave far
olosaer to the Table Romds or to the Amadis des Gaulos %hah to the
podmes barbares,

In thia way, the passage to Hementiclsm propey ia
ensy, A line by Baudeleiyrs who, true %o say, did probably not think
of the Viking, oould iliunstrate the new face of the myth, That is
"Free man, alweys wilet thou cherish the sea’ (Homme libre, toujours
tu chérirns la mer), Because it inoludes the two images which crystal
lize the myth 3 the first iz liberty, the sccoxd is the son, that is
to say, the stage of all posaible adventures and prodigious diseoveri
Here, X must preciae that the Swedes are greatly responsible for
this new aspect, I mean Geijer and Tegner, both translated, towards
1840, by X.Marmier (23), In ay mind, there ars two suoceanive rmments
in the French Romamtic idea of the Vildng, which T will swiftly
examine hers,

In o first time, tho Viking acta as a kind of
transfar, His fleld is the sea, not only the adventure in the singu-
lar, but still all the possible adventures in the plurnl, Lot us
quote, once more, J.Janin (24) with his predilection for the ndjec=
tive "all® ; "These iron men came from Denmaxd, Sweden, Nerway, from
8ll the snows, all the tempests, During ten centuries, they hed been
living by the swerd /.../ Like all the men who wers borm for war,
you will find thase rough soldiers in al}l the axpeditions and in all
the difficult enterprises,” We lmow, for the rest, the passlon the
Romantics devoted to the aes, A sort of sirange complex, partly sen~
tinental, partly heroical, mystiocal, himtorinal has been developpad
throggh this theme, And I muat point out a very surprising detail,
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As I heve already suggested it, the ¥ronchmen have boun ignorant for
a very long tims of the Scendinavian and especially Viking history,
Excapted on ona point t the possible disscovery by the inhabltants of
Greenland of Northern America, I have mover been able o see vhy
this subject has proveked such a passion with my ocompatriots but the
fact is that, during the last two centurios, they have written far
more on this topio than on every othar aspect of the Viking phenomge
non, And the Romanticism has furicusly taken the fast for granted,
I shall be satisfisd by quoting this poem by cne 0,3, Rlchard (25):
"Noble Iaslandl Be preud vhen you think of these kings, [hese Viicings
who, everywvhere, sproad your laws i Tn Asim andd oven in Africal Fre-
decessors of Colombus, their glorious flag, as soon as the Xth cenw
tuzy landed in those pleces wvhich weroe, later, named Amerdoca,” This,
of courocs - and the link with tho first stege of the myth is viasi-
tle, bemsuge of the Wiings’bravery and ferooldty, Even Michelet,
vho, for the rest, 4s cautious vhen he has to spenk of the Nezrihmen,
admnires such provessss, This age was, however, sensiiive to the
rtrocits of the Seandimntian enterprises om the vhole, but the styength
o% the pyth is so grest that it chose to see it under another
point of view 1 the Vikings hated cowverdioe, that is the resson why
they had to be, sometimes, orual and wild, X, Marmier 18 lelear i
for them "every possible cowardice was repelients /.,,/ Courage is
the supreme virtue; cowvapdies, the most wnforgetable vice,* Lat us
undsrstand that one garmot be brave if one im no# farocious, Thay
were "magnificont rovers /.../ oausy brigends who exohanged the
wrotocheduens of a sterile soll egainst the vass ompire of the waves
/eoothey wore/ saekommgar® (25)‘1

This, boosuse they ombodied ones of the great Roman-
tic ideals, fa soinating sinece the Frensh Revolution, la 1iverth ou
ia mort (Freedom or Death), The idea was already present by Montos=
quiew, The romsutic authows will ceasslemsly expatiste omko 4%, X
could multiply the quotatiens, Suffices %o give this line by C,V,
4% Ar2inoourt (27) sbotlm menld ; "The scald sees the death, smiles,
darts forth and dics,* Where; of course, we find a clear rveminisaenco
if T need to precise 1%, of Krflaumdl end hlmejandt skal 8g deyjal
And df ixYinoourt feals the need of explaiming his line : hs points
out, in a footnoie : & gonmuine Viking "had to die laughing and sing
ing, or else, he would die like m coward,? Even Vioter Hugo who hanm,
in gemeral, avoided such frenszy pictures, has his "refitre” (a ldnd
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of Viling, that isl) say ¢ "And we will laugh vhen we die", I should
1ike to mee the whole of this imagery as a manifestation of vhat
could be sallisd the literery temptation of the Romanticism = noi to
spesl of our present time! They aimply refuse to try to see reality,
they kept firmly to theilr dreams,

And it iy still more visible if we cast now a
brief zlance on the Viking lady, whe wes yet simply absent in the
myth at its beginming. We bave not forgotten, however, that chivalry
was born in the North, Accordingly, ik ia not strange that the Ywar-
like virgina® heve attracted our Romantlie authors, True to say, they
do' not always know how they have to deplet her : inmacoessible vixrgin,
wild warzior, damgercus sceress, black magician, Anyway, Boustetben
is sure tht, by the Vildngs, "the rdpect for women had markedly po=
1ished morels by the pireates warydors® (28) and all our authors are
sure that the Viking ledy wvas very besubiful ("really beautifuxl with
hoy golden hedr, her amnre oyss, her bright vhitoness emd the purity
of her complexion® says Lagrdze /29/) LbéocumonwLedus adda that she
Ypoasesses still an heroiocal strength and an edmirable wisdem® {30),
Ve are, of oourss, waiting for ihe valkyrxiea, here they are : they .
bolong to the myth and this thome is so rich that I cannot develop

it here, Becatse "You camot ignore i, the whole Antiquity wiimssses
the faot, every virgin of the North has something celestdal™ (31),

The following step is far more dangerous because,
now,; we cammo$ speak any longer of transfer, but of relisf, Cn the
vhole, it ims chiafly beceuse of his supposed sxtrasrdinery inditidun~
lity that the Viking has so muwh interested Romanticdsm ; civilized
or barbarian, wlld or ochivalrous, he was prodiglously sxisting, Snd

therefore; in a second mtage, he appears as the pure German, the
tibermenseh, Hers is the origin of a vewy feariul deviation of the
wyth, Most of the features we have examined dended o make of the
Vilring a superior men, But under she influsnce of the netionalist
schools in Germany and in Somndinavie as well, the idea will teke
shape, Ve oan start with the berserky who has greatly interested our
XIXth century, beaause of his asncred fury, I have even found a spe-
elalist in magios having ths hersexic "awallowing” embers and
rushing into fire! (32) Tt was neeessary to find an explanation to
this uncouth phenomsnon, Mermier wents them to eat some sort of
vensnous herbs, They complied with the need of frensy, so choeragte=
ristic of Romanticimm, They had to indulge into darkmess, occultism,
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magics and supermatural, We are astonished to see that even one of
the best historians of that century, F, Oganam (33) was convinced
that "the ideal of wvirtue was this furdous reving® We can easily
cateh a glimpse of the consequences ; strength axoels xight, wer will
der kaon and the 1ike, Thore has existed, there still exists a sul=
phurous prestige of the fair, naked hrute, it oraves a deal of sang=-
fyrold to fight this nonsense,

Remaine that - 8 nev theme whioch was ebviocusly not
indifferent te the YIXth century- the Viking entersd so to apeak
by principle in an epils which .rfuld net be anybthing alas but fantns-
tical, In the words of one G.DoEy 1 "It is the Normends who created
tha opio literature, as well as they created the chivalroua spiyit
and the romantioc postry,® (1847)(34) An unexpscted consequence must
be poilnted sut § the Viking were spontancously somlda, Tt wvas already
thateaubriamt’s opinion, Ho gives a short definmdtiom of .. Regmarr
Lo¥bxdk 1 "Lodbrog, warrior, scald end pirate™ me ¥,Veljac will
repeat, in 195% [(33) 1 "Postry was introduoed in Normandie by the
berserkir (he writes 3 bersekera), this liind of poets or popular
singers were simply scalds," We see the filiation : sacred fire =
furor « gift of poetry = postical entimaiessm, You notice, by the
way, the considesreble distance we have covered since the gross bare
bariens of the Middla Ages, The Viking ia the poot (he is called ine
differently aed, bard, trouvdrs snd the lﬂma In this field like in
the other ones, he had to surpass]

Put on another point of view, far more dangerous,
Gobingan had already pushed the idea %o its ubtmest limits, Ho was ob-
sessed bry his sngestors who were genuine Normands (not, of aourse,
Vikings), he was convinned of their superiority : "But, Roman, Welsh.,.
Finally, who is not Garman has been born to be & meyvanti® (36),.I de
not intend  to insist on the fatal consequenses such theoriss will
have in our conturf. I simply want to streas the faot that, after
Gobineau and up to our duys, the Normend widiters will rarely fail
to exalt their Viking ancestry, In tha background of the Viking myth
there is an image vhich resists all our efferts to try to reach the
truth : the image of a man, standing, tall, feir-haired,; blue-eyed,
very handmome, he mey he a savage or & culture-hero, no matter, he
must be exceptional and superior. Siegfried-Siguxdr hes completely
embodied, for the Frenchessm-in-the~street, this picture, The reason
of Wagner’s fortune in my country has not to be sought elsevhers,
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Lat us conclude on this point, Nobody doubta in
france thet the Vikings "were fearless seamen, were afraid of nos
thing and kept sainging enldst the storns® [17),

Remaing the XXth century, our ceantury; hers, ve
oan say that acience, history and archasology as well as philology
have progressed, Is the Viking myth dead? Are we allowed to think
we know the truth, as far as it is possible, about the Viking, in
France? I fear the anmwor is still negative, although we dispose
now of good siudies either French or translated from all possible
languages, But selence is one thing, literature, amother, In fact,
we do not want to be ecrrectly informed | here lies the strength
of the myth,

It seoms to me that, informed or not, the Frenche
man in 1991 is decided ¢o preserve at lesst two Teatures of the
Viking wyth, The first deoals with thess extraprdinary indifiduals
that were the Vikings, mccording to Romantieism, ms wa know, The
sscond could appear as a new one : the men of the North had a sups=
riority, nobody tries to conteat the fmet and this resided in their
technical skills, We must find a superiority in the WViking : now, in
accordance with the general trends of our time, it lies in technies,

Thias may take place in a lot of different rfields 3
Juridical, military, commercial or purely techniecal (the ship, the
WAAPONnS, stc...). The ains ia to demonstmate that the Viking elvie
lizeticon was superior to other, "Those people were really men" says
AsManguin (38), The main proof is the ship, Which is always called
into French, drakker « and this is an enigma I have never found the
explemation of, mor the prigin, It could come from dreki, of course,
but what about this double k, this first a and this plural form?
Anyway, the "drekkar®" is so famous in Franoe that, for instance,
most of the inhabitants of the Normandie heve a sign on the rear of
thelr cay which shows precisely a "drakker®, Or let us take scaldic
poetry, an art practically completely taknown in my country (39},
The rare amateurs who haeve a vagus idea of the thing are sure of
ites religious, magiocal, esoteric nature, But the materiel culturs
is far more intereating, first of all, T believe, because of the
strange vocabulary of thie savage languasga, A well-kmown novel,

La route des oygnes, by Renk Herdy (1967) offers us a great display
of "apecific" words surch as papars, ldr, lmorr, trold, badhstdfa,
feund, vardloktur, biraiirk, thinglég, wergeld, herse, doepr,..
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which could inldecats where he has found them and the way he read
them, This ie a very rich field, Do ses this etymology, by M,Gilbhert,
for Vikings : vik » bay, ing = child, viking = child of the bay,
And I shall not insist on the personal numes whioch are a particulare
1y fertile aerea, so strange and coming out of & deep sclence they
are, We get, for instence, Alask, Thorum, Friger, Melorke, Enlar
{this one, an .pchievement),and sc on, Same for wythology 1 let us
lock at Muspelstrem, Heimadals, Duna (i,s, t&mmn), Fenhir, Jormu
gand,; otec, e,

I can take & look on the present stage of the quea-
tion, Up to now, I hope my reader will have got a good idea of
the French refusal to try to see the truth in this matter, The Vike
ing allows us to take the axact measure of our literary imagination
we have never attemptesl to speak of him, we have alweys spoken of
us through him, He bolongs to the world of our fancy and, since we
are living, nowadsysa, in an era of commerce and advertisement, thes
pictures he reises in ouy imagination are of grest utility, I shall
take the liberty of joking s 1ittle : there is & "alub ccandinave
viking® for body-bullding, probably bsseuse of the phyoical exerw
cise necessary to become a companion %o Ragnhary Loa‘brﬁkg here, a
Seandinavien warrior -~ with the unavoidable horns on his helmet -~
to patk some horring ocansy or a good cemembert nemed Viking, with
a fragment of the Bayeux tapestry on the covery those are aliments
vhich could be attributed to "les rudes pirates du Nord"®, either
naturally, like the fish, or by inference = the smell! ~ like the
chesne, But what of the shop for bhaby’s clothes called Le petit vi-
king? vhat of the blouse (no irom, no crumpls) equally called vike
ing? vhat of the lamp thatvthe shape and name of a Viking with horna,
red hair and the rest? I shall stop with Croustik (e word built on
croustillant, crust, with a "typlcal®” Soandinavian emiing, =ik)
the "golden loaves of the Vikinga¥, speecinlly toasted, vholemeal
bread, Swediah preocess,

It is ocertelnly hard to reconcile these produests
{end many other, it goes without saying) with the images we have atu-
died sbove, There is a strong exctic value in the North itself, as
I told vhen I started up, I am sure the Swedish bread is not bettexr
than the Fremnch cone and that the real Vikings, would probably have
been horrified by our camembert, On another mide, 4if I see the link
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betwesn drakker and m famous perfume dus to Guy Laroche (drakker
noir, eau de tollette) because it is obviously a symbol of virile
charm, if I oan admit that a paﬁ. of scissors could be called "le
drekkar®, I am rather at a loss to explain why a set of four glassea
made in Belgium, is oalled drakkar, Is thet to suggest an idea of
strength, of resistence of theses glesses to clashea?

I said that tho Viking was a symbol, Y could as
well have chosen to do #he same researches with the sagas (L0), With
a strong diffspence : they have remained totally #nknown in France
mtill, really, the middle of our century, But since approximately
1950, ths word and, little by listle, the thing itself have become
more and more a fashion end it is worth while in which ways it has
bsen received in FPrance, Obvicusly, rare are the pesople who spenk
of sages snd Bave really read one or several of thess texts 1 I must
gonfess that they remain diffiocult to be reed, eoven for 1’hommbte
homne end that the present feshiom which, doubtless, favours the
word, does no$ lie on a scientifio kmowledge but reinforces the
eonclusions ve heve drawn about Vikings, )

Tt goes withous seying that the "folkloric¥ aspeot
im present hers too 1 North, cold, mist.,. It is se to apeak normal
to ses a "remard sega" {a fox saga) or m "saga dea fourrures" (h1),
We cen admit also thit the epio wvalue of the IslendingasBgur could
survive in some of ouxr books or £ilms,. P,Bonnecsrrdrs may tell us
La sagn des parachutistes (1971), La Monds, write an article on “La
saga des banquiers® (1,8,1986) end, respeoting one of the grent prine-
ciples of thip kind of Iiterature, we should not be surprised to
see the word used about certain well=knoyn families such as "La saga
des Joxe* (L’Nxpyess 16,11.,1985) or *La sagn meurtridre des Recoo"
/a family of mafiosi/ (La _Figaro 2,6,1986), Bub it is strange, .to
gsy the least, to wead "la saga du chien” (the sage of the dog, being
a more or less techmionl book desling with our pet animal) or "la
sage du tdilbphone®(Ls Monde £4,01,1979) (%o tell us the diffioutiien
of the installation of belephons in Egypt), But wvhat sbout tils
“anga pain plat® which is Norwegisn flatbrgd imported end sold in
our shopa?What have the sagas to do with fimtbrygd, or with a peir
of socks (“sagm unisexo¥), what have the Vikings to do with this
portable shower I found in a shop?

The answer is within aour reach and has certainly
been guessed by my reader, Real or farmidable as they mmy be,
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the northern mists arv reigning here, not espeolally into the asoe—
nary itself, but indeed in our heart and imagination, A troubls
complex is prevelling hexre, the ingredientes of which are mystexry,
magic, fascinating obsourity i the vhole, in the same time frighte-
ning end dsliclous, Perhaps it is tha ultimate xrefuge of our dipe
appoiniments, of our shortoomings,

Aftor all,.., I am perhaps wemng with wy determli-
nation to restitute the pradsse hiskorical conkent of theme bowitch-
ing words, viking, draldiar, sages, otc.,, (42), I am loclking piti=
ful with my Vikings who were first of eoll axtracrdinary tiga-
desmen, my drakkar which is nothing but a knlrr, my sagas that have
no fragrance of chansons de gaste,; not to speak of my valkyries who
ware mneither viragos nor sylphids,,. And poetry? Wha$ the devil
did I do with pootry? Poetry vhich, we mxe sure of theat, was horn
in the North, Primitive postry sysbolized by Ragnarr Lodvrék,
esotoxric positry representated by the smgas, romantie poetyy embedied
in the drakker, Ch yos, I am wrong! I had rather tell like Higar
Duntr wvhen sailing from England to Norway 1 Do sing haxrd, boysi
Do sound, olifants] Soon the dralkkars of the valiant vikings will
ocome back to owr coumiry,; fully loaded with booty "made in England®*,
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27) 1a Carolfide, Be Pa
In Scandinavie of les Al Gondvo. 1826 :
really beau er gol.dln heiy, her azure eyes, her bright

whiteness and the purity of her copmplexion® Les Normands dans
lea deux mondes, Pariws, Didot, 1890
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(39} see Renauld-Krantz : Anthologie de la pobaie nordigue ancienne.
Paris, Callimard, 1964, and REgls Boyer § ie Eo‘uie Bcaldique
Paris, FEd, du Porte-Glaive, 1990,
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