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GTIAk AAD AMGANTYR IN HYNDLULJOD

duma recont interpretallons

Hyndiul joo contains oL a [lagmentary didiogue pelaeon L
goddess trevia and the giantess dayvndia, 2 bhroad geaneaiodgy and
vigdiogy, calied Voluspd inn skamma “the snorio Propliecy of bne

Srbvi? deseribing the fates of the geds from the Ualy of Saibdr

untii Ragrarox. The iuntrigue of the puem ig bu:lt ¢n a ontest

Abx:tl Qriar’'s lLinedge petaeen him and a vertdiln Anguaniyi . Freyja
wdHL 3 o oaTm ey seuiking nelp of dyndla.

e mayuseript 1a only representsd in £#lateyjarbdk, wrilten in
Lhe 14t cenlury dnd untal ieod/ pelonging to a tamily on che
hent Loast ol jeeiand. 1t has been suggested that the geneaiogy
ol wtiar was commected with this family, aithough there are no
sertai1n evidenees. There are divergent opiniuns about

Hyndiul jod's authenticity as an Eddic poem: is it a real poem
G 4w 1L @ pastiche in the Eddic torm, or a misture of both,
where the copylsis honour a contewporary by elaborating a noble
pediyree Lo him?

lhere are also various hypotheses about the interpretation of
Hyndluljod, all of them focusing the contest between Ottar and
Angantyr., Gurevitch declares that Ottar's genealogy must be seen
in relation to the Law of Gulathing, where any man, whe would
vlaim his land as an odal, i e belonging to him as his own
property, must enumerate five male ancestors of his father's
g1de to get his right.

Another hypothesis assumes that the poem is connected with
the ideolagy of the king. One variant suggested by J. Fleck is
puild on the rare — yet exasting - cases of viltimogeniture i, e.
when the youngest son inherits the property. This is exemplified
1n Rigthula, where Konr, the youngesst son, becomes the King and
furthermore in Grimnismal, where the yvounger of the brothers
seizes the power. Tn Hyndluljod Fleck suggests thal the nickname
heimski means "the one who is stayving at home™, not the usual
transiation”the stupid one”. Ottar has to defend his birth-
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right with a knowledyge-criterion against Angantyr's demand of
primogeniture, and is helped by Freyija and the giantess.

Gro Steinsland c¢laims that Hyndluljod belongs to the Eddic
poems, Which illustrate the holy wedding between a god and a
giantess, the recurrent topic of the ideology of tlie mythical
kings in the North. Unlike most scholars Steinsland connects
Véluspd inn Skamma with the content ot Hyndlul jod, where the
gliantess Hyndla acts as a voélva, when she presents Uttar's
pedigree, The ygenealogic strings of Voluspd inn Skamma 18 thus
connected with the origin of the royal dynasties as a result of
the holy marriage between the kiny and the glrantess.

Other sugdestions of interpretation

The contest between uttar and Angantyr could be apprehended as
mann jatnadr, a popular form of contest between men at the great
iestival in the king's hali, which included Lhe laying of a
wager . These lLypes of contest were serious matlers of lhonout,
gomelimes of life or death. The intrigue of "Hyndla” displays,
Irawever, that Ottar’'s difficulties are of twe kinds: the wager
with Angantyr about vala mdlmi and to get his legacy,
fédurleifr. In both cases the snowledge «f his ancesturs is
important, to him; it seems, however, that the matter of
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inherittance 1s more emnphasized than the wager. Nevertheless,
Ortar has to combat Angantyr by enumeration his ancestors in
order te get his heritage and he had furthermore set a sum of
goid as wager. Now the problems reaily begins, since we have to
ask: wheo is Ottar? who is then Angantyr and wnat are has rayhts
of demanding Obttar's legacy? For whal reason 198 ail Lhis
mythological apparatus called into the story? And tinally, <an
guch a simple business as a dispute of inheritance inspire the
credlion of a whole poem?

I would suggest another type ol interpretation, leaving Lhe
possible historical evidences, but observing the structures of
literary molifs coonnected with the names of OLtar and Angantyvr.
The name Ottar belongs to several persons in 0id Norse
literature, a o the king called Ottar Vendelkrdka, described in
¥nglingatdl,irn Heimskringla, Ari's genealogy and Historia
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Norwegia. Like most of the other persons acting in these
chronicles, Ottar appears as an apocryphal character, although
the archeological finds in Vendel from the 700th century,
especially the Mound of Qttar, cast a weak glimpse of reality
over his person.
Angantyr/Fgii

Ottar is appearing in Beowulf, where he is called Othere,
ason of Ongentheow. Furthermore is the name Ongentheow, acceording
Lo #ome gcholars, identic with Angantyr. In the mentioned Nordic
chronicles Ottav's father 18 called Egil. Moreover, Ari gives
Egil the surname VendelKkrdka. Wnen comparing the names related to
each other we find the following:

Tiodelf Snorri Ari Beowulf

Egil father of Egil the ) Egil Ongentheow

Ottar father of Vendelkraka father of
ottar father of Othere.,
Vendelkrika ottar

Beowulf depicts Ongenthecw's heroic death against his foes,
the Geativ heroess Eofor{boar) and Vulf(wolf} in Ravenswood. The
Weet Nordic sources have ancther versions about Egil's death:

Tjedolf Snerri Hist.Norw. Arl
kilied by after along killed by a 4 boar
funne battlie with bull{taurus)

the thrall

Tunne Killed

by a bull

Tjodolt* . version describes how Egll flees lIrom uls Land Lor the
power of Tuhne, combined by the power of idtuns eykr, "tie
giantyg beast”, by farra tridna, "the snpout of a boar (or a
uebild",  and by skidlauss hatis hijdérr, " the toszing sword
withoeui o a sheath”, These are all kenningar, «onnoting an attack
gither of a4 bhoar or of a bull. snorri and Historia Norwegia
suageroaboa Hull, Arioa hoar, whereas the old-pr sodree.

Yonolingaual gives possibilities for Loib, Tonne wears "tooth® and
N sty the tugi of the poar., Farra tridna couid hardiy mean

Lnreg By " e apoct ol J boar™, wnereas iétuns eykr “the
SLotee Pyt ognanl ™ol At e ool rigdluyg aniwal ol the
DAL, 2wl it Jiese Renningar o oould oha e connec el agdan

Beowail poey o Lgper erppheioen roprbaaie IRTTER fen LNE Rl



Oulaesy aapw Fedar Mgy T U T P I VI BN VS S S TS TR i
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AuB bhor Lidiedd long i the soer g

Browwil Ynglingatal

Sy Lrlagas: dngenbheow, ODibsre Eyii, vsrongady Lo Skill1nga

And Ldaogias NiG, "tne oidu i sl LndagTt,
witrme off-gprice ave cttar and
Ad- iz,

Ihic vian, Scylfingas or "Skilfingar" is wenticued in a
aumber of sources, amony other by Snowri as Skelfir hét einn
herkonungr ok er hans ett k&llud Skilfinga mtt. Furthermore, the
name 13 mentioned twice in Byndlul-jod in connection with Ottar's
genealogy. {11, Ib).

we ¢an now summarize the follouwing gimilarities between
ongentheow and Egil:

. They belong to the S¢ylfingas/Skilfingar.

. Their sons are rcalled Othere/Ottar and Onela/Ale,
. Their grandsons are called Eagils/Adils

. They are killed by a boar/ a person named "boar".
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All versions of the story about Ongentheow/Egil relates about a
pergon, defeated in a4 combat. The name Angantyr appears inh sohe
other sources, most well-known in the "Saga of King Heidrek the
Wise", wiio is conguered on Samsd by Orvar-0dd. His daughter-son
and namesake Angantyr is killed by Heidrek. Finally, in the
fourth generation, the names Herver and Angantyr reappear as a
courteous heroin and hero, probably belenging to another tale.

Ottar

The intention of Hyndluljod seems to be Ottar's victory over
Angantyr with the help of the goddess. The name Angantyr is
woreover infrequent in Norse sources and gives the impression
that we are, somehow, dealing with one and the same Ahgahtyr,
rather representing a type, than a historical person.

Cnlike Anganlyr, his antagonist Ottar carries a common name.
Several attempts have been made in order te identify Ottar in
Hyndluljod as a real person in the Nordic histery. Some scholars
have suggested Ottar Birting, a valet of Sigurd Jorsalafar,
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othner that he and Angantyr are unknown persons otilginating trom
Hordaland, a proviuce in Norway. These suggestions are, however,
uncertaln and no one of them is able to explain neither the
surname heimski, nor other peculiarities of the poem.

Like the problem of Angantyr, there is nothing in ihe poen that
hints at a historical person, sc we are free to discuss the
possibility that we are dealing with a type, wearing Lhe name
Ottar, whe is belonging to a literary c¢ycle connected with the
name Anpdnryr.

lue hypothesis f the Otrar-cyecie can be comparsd wiln an
investigation made by B, Phillpotts, H. Schneider and  taler 6.
Dumézii about the varicus traditions of heroes named Helgi. This
Proper naime appears in the literature in three of tite Edda
poens: the two Helgakvida Hundingsbani and Helgakvida
Hjdrvarsonar, a romause saga Hromundarsaga Greipsonar and L(wha
ditlerunt episodes 1n the necond book obf HdaNo. The cowmnon opieton
Lhatl Hejgyl 18 Lae name ol tho ob even three herees o} oodopoldeni
vrorbetos 1w Helgi Hundingsbauo "Lhy suguere:s ol Hamdosg™,
Helyi HEidrvardson "the son of Hjdrvard™ anmd Heigl Haddlis jashatz,
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Fruy ia rideg e Heddisyiny i< A RTE I R V) A
boas Hilaasving, hezmer songuey el porternioug forbses
made Ly The Civan Ale, &éH wWir trophs,

dwarves, Vaiu and
Salidae

The counecrion between the buar and the helmet must Jdoepend
vl The Laet tiat ilte helwets were decorated with boars, which is
drcumented in lacitus Germania (45), Beowulf (303, 1286, L150; and
a1 eheological finds as welil.

the next worin connected with Ottar/Cttar’'s relatives is the
vombat about a treasure:

Uttar and Angantyr Hrolf krake tries Ottar tries to
lay a wager about a to get the helmet defend his country
treasure Hildigdltr, the from paying taxes
ring Sveagriss and to Frodi.
other Ltreasures
from Adils

To summarize this discusgion about similar motifs and
persons appearing in the genealogies of Beowultf, Hyndiul jod,
Ynglingatdl, Heimskringla and Skaldskaparmal I would like to
singgest the following hypothesis:

There existed a cycle about a
hero, called Ottar connected with the dynasty of
Ynglingar/Skilfingar. This cycle does not confirm the historical
exigtence of one or more Swedish Kings, it merely gives an
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expianation ot these similar motifs appearing in various sources.
Another hero, called Angantyr is associated to this cycle as the
defeated cne; nevertheless, he plays an important role in the
Saga of Heidrek the Wise, ztill acting az a looser.

An objection against this hypothesis of the Ottar-cycle, is the
fact that in Hyndluljod Ottar is twice calied the off-apring of
Innstein, the son to Alf the 014, a genealogy agreeing with the
Saga of Halts and Halfrekkas. Moreover, Innstein ie the hero of
the poem Innsteinskvida, bul according to this he dies young and
without otf-spring. These persons, Innstein and Alf are not
present in Beowulf, Ynglingatal or Heimskringla, wherefore they
possibly belong to another saga-cycle and are for some reason
adapted in the genealogical strings of Hyndluljoé. Innstein's
historic authenticity has be evaluated in the same way as (Ottar
and Angantyr's and I would suggest that his presence in Ottar's
linesags 1n Flateyjarbok depends on an interpolation, giving the
Icelandic family a connection with the noble genealogies.
Sdxo’'p stury about Otrar
A ogtrongly de.iating story about Ottar, the son of Ebbu, is
found in daxe GSrammaticus Gesta Danorum, book VII:

Ottar woes a chy girl Siritha, who dare not 1ift her eyes.

she 18 carried away Lo a mave DY 4 giant, from where Otoar

tescues her, Airer that he abandons her abrapt iy and she
tinwes her errant in the wiiderness., A gianless takes
fre ol ber aua she is watciiing guals when Ottar disocve:
Rer again. Siritha still refuses to gaze o him and he oice
mwere ledaves the unwilling yirl. 8he beginys her wander iny
ajaln and seer protection at Ottar's home. Altuough bhe girl
pretend to be a4 paupor Otrar's welher understands fha! HES
1g highborn. 9ttar now pretends to nA4rry ancther girl. At
thiz side of the nuptial bed the last acl ot this romnaoee
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vakes plawe. Siritha 12 wearing the candie, which is almost
gone oul and shie endurves the pain i bher huand, Since aeyr
inward pain is wmuch greater. When otcar teils her to ligit
oul the candie she finally 1ok inte his ever ang the
pretended wedding becomes a real one. now wWith Siritha as
bride,

This steory presents well-known wobtifs from the folklore as the
prineess varried away by evil monsters and the rescuing prince,
the patlent Criselda sbe. The surprising woments it the story
when Ottar ébdndops Siritha twice in tne most discourteous
manners, which contradicts his chivalry, drouses @ susploicn

g
about a corruption of the text.

Although deviating from the other narratives about Ottar, the
Saxu-episode has some connections with the metifs from
Hyndluljod, Beowulf, Yaglingatal ete. for example Lhai Ottar's
father Ebbo, {same stem ag eofor}, is killed by king Halfdan, who
is the leading character of the chapter. Other elemente could be
compared with the Lay of Hyndla: the giant-giantess, the cave,
the goats and the erotic allusions. The giants' wish to carry
away Freyja is well-documented, although there do not exisgtl any
real report of their succeeding. The cave is the usual place for
giants, for example when Freyja wakes the giantess Hyndla with
the words:"sister in the cave”. The gvatse, which Siritha is
watching appears in Hyndla's scorn about the goat Heidrun who
runs in the heat with her billy-goats. Finally the erctic
allusions of Freyja's relationship to Ottar could be compared
with the love-story composed by Saxo, although much more
romantic. One detail in a poem, which Ottar directs Lo Siritha:
and return asg partner in my bed
intimates that the relations between them were nwt so chaste as
e might expect.

Qur material presents us with characters of hercic poetry and
sagas, where Ottar as well as Angantyr seem to have constant
motifs linked ko him. The story may be lengthened, reworked,
given a different <ourse, the herc may enter inte relations with
new figures, the poets may multiply the doublets; but central
@ssential lines, certain scenes, certain features linked to the
hero of the story remain unmodified. This belonged undoubtedly to
the form of the oral tradition and the expectations of the
recelivers,

Conclusion

This is an atitempt to uncover Lhe strusture in Hyndluljod, which
will primarily help us not Lo plunge into difficuities
considering its historical evideance, The wain redse for thig
investigation 1s, however, to analyze the meaning of Hyndhul jod,
compared with other hervic poems, as a reflection oi an
initiation of & warrior. The search Iol & lineage, the appcaring
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