PAZTORAT FUINCTION AT THE NCRWEGIAN COURT

Diego Poli

Uriversity of Macerata

It has long been argued whether we can suppose a sacral king-
gship for anecient Scandinavian culture (VeTurk:139-169), With-
out entering into discussion,I only add that much of the in-

compatibility arises from referring sacral kingship to proto-

historical EBastern~Mediterranean mcdels we are acquainted with.
Tt would seem more likely to consider kingship virtually coex
igtent with & wide range of gacral features requested by the

specific ideology and enacted by sccial and political situat-

ions.

Therefore,if we assume &8 a myth of exemplary sacral kingship

the wmotif of king Ddmaldi's deeth, we recosnize in it =~ thr-

eefold interpretation depending upon the orizin and purpose of

the source we look at (I#nnroth:73-93). And the linkege hetween
lack of peece {fridz) and fertility (4r) on the Swedish soil,

and loss of happiness {(gipta) on the king's side might finel-

1y come - in the third stage atteined in the frame of Heims-

kringla - Trom a well-coustructed Christiszn fictlon, where the

royal nower on the nsturs is shown to be deceitful when it is

based on bloody szerifice, but sraceful when it is subordinat
ed to the Christian order,

?his lest rending,though, is built up with sejmernts drawn from

-

etloiie tredision, wheve Cdin sppears to hvive founded seassonal
gicrifices (¥nglinge s+38), whepe the ¥ings Domeldi snd HALL-

den the Bleck ~re cut irwo nieces and govn, reminding of 2 co-
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reetistory. e corparative sources do oot ellow to . sketeh
shernly the ideclogical context but still coafirm the ethnici-
ty o the seguents T2 find remoulded becsuse of the idea of
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Having slsushtersd thelr rulesr, Danubisn Jerules serd for. a
king iwm Thule (Proconius,le bello gothico); we know that the

Goths believed thet their king nosseszed n narticuler virtue

teh wede mim divise {Jordmnes,Bztica YIIT :'"iam Nrocerss su-

3,

iros holidires sed semi-

og,muorut treel fortuna vincebant,non -

Ll osah Aradis,vocoverunt™). The fortuns ~itrituted o the
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I7 we -ow turr to FKoav.es Skugseia, ve find o rection cf the te-

xt deveted to the saue ethnlc theme of kingly failure insert—

ed Intio i tooerind ttern of the medieval episteme of anecu-

le princisis that wes developing in ZITI cent. - when K.3. was
compesed - aud knew an ecriier exsiple in John of 8alisbury's
Policraticus.

In X.8., The royal fijure presents no contrasts between pagan
and christien mssumntions. The stress is here rather on abgo-
lute monsrchy overtly exalted following the track of king Sv-
erre's menifesto (Storm). Thersfore the ethnic segments enter
the narrative plot near the most criginal chapters offering in-
gsighta of peculiarities drawn from the vast sree under Norweg-
ian control,

Knowledge of socio-economic values,cf habits at the court, and
of environment outline the setiing of the kinsdowm under Hakon
IV, Within this frame the paedagogical terget of K.5., to show
the young Norsemsn the "rizhi patha" (ch,I), yields to = pare-
digm to the behaviour of kings &g well as of other people.

For K.5., is a fact to remk famine snd distress cccured tc the
country as faulis of the ruler (ch, XIEV), ideutified in theum
wise gplitting up of power and wealth (ch. XAIVI). The - mnswer
reflects the pregmotic digeuesion of X.§. concerned with the
make-up of IIT cent. Joint kingshin. But inthis fiegld Sverre's

manifesto - issued chout the end of the ZII cent. — ~nd dd%on'
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Slanleyed 1u the bengus:

petlern we Mind Lnowwdieve) rrelsic treditions - like  the Sr—
g one (Liueolu:T5-84), =here -soustslc rrea-eents iuply co-
cinl niernrelyy - TCocussed by the verbal dvueling and the ritu-

elized sin cs in Locmsenna end Qrver-0dds segm, or by the cos-

wogonic pursort of Beowulf's medo-mrn micel "the ;rest . mead-

court" (Poli:i597-608),

In K.S8. the bangueting hall is still the spece of the roysl ho-
useiicld ag & waole to which only by permission from the door-
keeper people are admitted (ch.XXX), in which drinking acquir-
es a legnl atotus among banqueters (eh, XXXVII and Hirdskrd ch,
XLVIII), who are seated =t the established and right plece (ch
XXLYIT), The king's 1life arnd his realm are thus protecied by
the drinking and dfring assembly of the housecarles who under-

teke the title of hirfmenn - in @laefs sasa Helas they are 60 -

because, as 1t 1l& expleined by native etymeclogists, the name
means "kespera guardian" (ch,XXIX:"hirzlo madr oc gezlo madr"),
The comasction with the verdb hira "to protect™ ~ cp. also Hi-
r8skrd ch.I nnd ¥XVII - has been rejected in more recent times

zig of vovrowling from A.S. hired (surer:169).I

for the

3

iater. I now underling the point tae org-

civzrey ol hirdnern f£it in (Cunch:Boi-5
16) 178 zet it rorssn in the wdel of a real and metapharic
steture ol o goelely reunked in the biuguet’. 2 holl whers door-
ezner ard gervert helons to the role ol ne’istors betwesn the

preticipants wae -wo vepresentetives of the soci~l funchinns,
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position ia the hiersrchy drseribed by Hir8akrd. (ch.iKIV:“pem

ir heita med retiu hirdsticorcr med lendun moumiun ok silallorTom

iamenni™), And the meution of = Tiing's -ucrd nnned sta-

1lari="co.es otabuli® - alresdy lknown by Vestorn Soths (Pugge:7

Y - introduces the pastoral functicn et the roysl court; to

oput it with Saxo's words (499,38) the sgtellari Ficolaus " cli-
entelas eiusfibsalon's] et stebuli curam hshebei" (Zkyum-Hiel-
senit75-186). The scme fumction was also und-rstood by gkutil-
gveiner 1f we rsmember iu relation to gvein(n) that £.3. swan
"manawerrior" nd O.U.Germ. gﬂéﬂ rloas subuleug "awineherd", -~
nd A.S. swar-gerefs is an officer involved with the herding of
gwirne.

The terminclery seemg to line up clong the two 2ivots of the
cortinion of rfooed and of social dynamics. And since verdung
one of the vords fer the Gefolzschaft, is clenrly linked with
ver®r "lunch", I feel to explore the possibility that the main
term for its members,l.c. hirSmeSr, be connected . to . hirdir
"ahepherd”,vecalling an archalc status in which a shepherd wrs
in charse of the official cares of the soclety nasembled sround

its monsrch; Qdi-saic Bumaeus ~ives the noat noted ex

Functionally & nomsn agen‘is,hir—ﬁir iz relrted to

t
1ard? - e8 1t wre sagumed Ly oontlve eiy-

device fTor
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sasiloned Jertures are co.tiined by the nffix-like Wurzelnomen
~uedr (M21:52), Therefore tn tie series of tatourvga-componunds

1t (n)~medr (is zaras),bduor-wedr (in Tigt.Beeles.Iel.), nann-

M

£ 3 = x - - Y
drine~ e dr (i e, Heimg.,3tid™m), or to the tezel tariie like

e -
bau;ﬂ—m&Sr,unnnpma-magr,5r—ma5f,hlrahr—konungs—maar, I =zropose

to add hir8-m=8r =8 the prosaic correspondent of airl-ir,
The Geriumnlc suffixed form 'herd-ija—,@othic haird-eis,O.N,hirE-

zir,r.8, hird-e,0.Sex,hird-i,0.H3.Ger. hipt-1 "ghepherd"  pair

with ©.¥. airf-uafr and A.3, hir(e)d-mer(n) "kinz's man.member of

the royal sjuard" , each of them pointing out to the interchan-
geable meaxings of "ecaring of" and "Herding™ & huwran or animal
flock; ecp. C.i. hir5;1igr "helonging to the kins's men" but al-
so "pratoral™, fé-hirS8ir “"shepherd" but also "trensurer" .- fé-

aura s "stell"™ and "tressury" -, A9, Tolees (or riceas) hirde

"ihe surrdinnachedherd of the »neople (kinsdom)™, mges hirde

"raeper of the house", cilda hirde "noednzo jus",
I exalein the nsurlly rllaged A.S. rveading hir(e)d =s the co-
zeastunpl overlenning of documented hir(e)d "o household,retai-

sz oo e tian ™ o hiw-r®Aden "éoamg, fauilie", acd T coasidsr O

Vrx%ir not to be o oan from A.S., as i

t
2 Mize axnd uncriticslly rejantaed vy

el ctatod D Mlew
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~uthors {Jos-erth~Toller:337-530,Ra1%-To

Holthauvsen:115),

n

M suffixed or -ffized dervivntions hird—ip.lird-e va, nird—

madranir{e)d-uen{n) seem to be a device in order to Teep quite
diztinet the 'wagitoral' from the 'nolitical' furction when hi-
storieal develonment urred to that move. Consequently, 0.1, af

fixed form hirf-uadr lest its usege coustrnints snd becrme se-

mantically asutoncmous in the rezistsrs of prossic aa noetic sub-
cedes {Jdnsson:252f.). This expengion push-d +side other terms

s8till preserved;like drdii or verdung, and ia the compound hi-

ri-mafir the first term could sever the itransparent junction wi-
th the second genersting the indipendeat lexical unit hird.

The evidence from Runic Da, land-hirdir re®lects very clearly
the expanded semantics of "herding". In Ravikilde's stone 1 ,

deted 980-9%0, we have (Wimmer :133): "Asur lalilirpiR Xukis sun
2 €

raist runar basi at Asbup trunik™, which is interpreted:"Azger

landbestyrer,Kdzes (el.Kuzzes} s¢gn,ri-tade disse ruaer  efter

dronaing Asbed {Jacobsen-loltke:172£.).

ted around 1000, ve hove (Wi mer:220):

spu stin pansi 17t flana 2in frints paax
nuruna,which is iutororeted: "Aivkil og hans sgnner rejate de-
nne atsn aefter deres [reende Manne,som vor landbectyrer hos Xer
14 den norske (Jacobsen-lioltke:144F.),

fdjusting to the needs of the soclo-ecowniic context, . archaic

movnble vealth,to put it with Tuile Tenvevlsie's tires, yiclds

gises metaphorically to sevnntic field,

i.e. "eattla"aMnaoplea

wrotlon prtilen,
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TLole et zowrset to reflzet tle soeelfic UL3vod. moulding or
0 Iemrep L. corous of dittodic nod/or re-

ororerdintles,  In C.l. nothdng su jvests thast hivd-~ir Myo-

tene=" ot e opliaghed o

NirS-g ond dsto—

d Trom hjer8, rs 1t Jes been nssunsd (Jscobsen-ifolilke;6798)
sout the trrset to lteop unreloted the semantie alternstion DE—-

tern I hzve juat proposed,
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